
mailto:sreynolds@redmond.gov


Post Office Box 969 | Snoqualmie, WA 98065 | P: 425.888.6551 | www.snoqualmietribe.us 

There remains another question. If sufficient flow exists or existed on the Holmgren site such that 
surface water flowed on video in 2015 (before installation of the drain rock and pipe on the 
Holmgren site), and then water flowed in a concealed pipe in a technical investigation in 2017 
(after installation), doesn’t this point to the fact that, were it not for the installation of the drain 
rock and pipe on the Holmgren site, that surface water would flow, regardless of the condition of 
any downstream pipe on the neighbor’s property? Based on the information that the Snoqualmie 
Tribe has been able to review, it appears that this area is indeed a natural drainage feature of some 
sort, and that regardless of known disturbances and whatever else may have occurred on the 
Holmgren site and neighboring sites in the past, if no drainage facilities are present and functioning 
on the site, that the natural hydrology of the site would result in surface flow in at least some 
portions of the year, i.e. a stream.  

Seasonal streams serve important functions in a watershed. They are hydrologically connected to 
upstream and downstream wetlands and streams, and from our understanding of the Holmgren 
site, the subject stream likely served critical water quality and flood attenuation (hydrologic) 
functions prior to its recent alteration. We request that the City and the applicant work together to 
find a way to preserve these functions while also being able to pursue landowner management 
goals at the site.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions please contact Matt 
Baerwalde, Snoqualmie Indian Tribe Water Quality Manager. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Baerwalde 
Water Quality Manager 
425-363-2008
mattb@snoqualmietribe.us
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